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The J. League is back. Aligned with the European football calendar, the newly revamped
fall-to-spring season is set to kick off.

The impact of this transition on the J. League and Japanese football will only become clear as the
season unfolds. For Kobe, who will compete in the ACL under the slogan "ASIA No. 1 CLUB," having
domestic and Asian fixtures on the same schedule is a major advantage-and should make the
campaign even more manageable.

With its sights set firmly on the top of Asia in 26/27, Vissel have made a string of powerful, exciting
additions.

Firstis forward Anderson Lopes. Last season, he starred for Lion City Sailors FC (Singapore), helping
them complete a league-and-cup double. Now he returns to the J. League, and memories of his
dynamic spell at Yokohama F. Marinos remain fresh. Expectations are high for the striker who
shared the scoring title with Osako in 2023.

Kobe have also signed midfielder Watanabe Kota from Yokohama F. Marinos, along with defender
Takahashi Issei-a strong fullback who played a key role in Chiba's promotion to J1. With a solid
squad in place, Kobe will take on both the J. League and the ACLE this season.

This year, Kobe enter the season as champions of the "100 YEAR VISION LEAGUE." Now the
challenge is to perform like champions not only in name, but in reality. Anticipation is high for what
the new arrivals can bring.
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